
Harvey Ralph Erickson Biography 

Pre-WSC Experience 

 Harvey Ralph Erickson was born on February 8, 1906 to Peter and Josephine Erickson in 

Erickson, Nebraska.1 The family moved to Spokane, Washington shortly after Erickson’s birth.  

Peter Erickson was a Swedish immigrant, as was Josephine Erickson’s father; the former worked 

as a laborer in Spokane and Mrs. Erickson worked as a housekeeper.2 Harvey had a younger 

sister, Evangeline, and a younger brother, Nelson.3  

WSC Experience  

 Erickson attended Washington State College (WSC) from 1929 through 1934, graduating 

with a Bachelor’s degree in Hydraulic Engineeering.4 He married Mary Isabelle Peters and 

following his graduation from WSC, he worked as a general foreman for Pacific Gas and Electric 

Company in San Jose, California.5  
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Wartime Service and Death 

Erickson enlisted in the United States Army Air Forces in February, 1943 and was 

commissioned an officer.6 He was stationed initially in San Diego with the 19th Coast Artillery 

Regiment, a unit that was part of the defense of the city and its surrounding environs from land, 

sea, and air attacks during World War II.7 He was transferred to the 1924th Engineer Aviation 

Battalion, which was formed on July 9, 1944, and sent to Geiger Field in Washington.8 The 

1924th left Washington on May 3, 1945, reaching Hawaii a week later, then Guam on May 25, 

1945, where they remained until July, at which time they headed to Okinawa.9  

 The U.S. Army Corps of Engineers was created on June 16, 1775 when General George 

Washington appointed Colonel Richard Gridley as the first chief engineer of the Continental 

Army.10 Throughout its history, Army Engineers performed civil works in addition to military 

engineering projects.  This included the construction of coastal fortifications such as lighthouses, 

piers, and jetties, and in the 20th century, levees, dams, and reservoirs.11 During World War II, 

the Corps of Engineers provided services for all U.S. Army and Army Air Forces construction 

projects, which included building airfields, roads, bridges, ports, petroleum pipelines, and 

perhaps most famous of all, the Pentagon, whose construction was completed in 1942.12 
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Erickson, by now a First Lieutenant, was directing the construction of a water pipeline on 

Okinawa. 

 The Battle of Okinawa ended on June 22, 1945 after a battle that claimed the lives 

of more than 12,000 Americans and 100,000 Japanese; these figures included the commanding 

generals on both sides.13 Civilian casualties were also high, with 100,000 losing their lives in 

combat or by suicide at the order of the Japanese military.14 Control of the island following the 

end of the battle fell to the U.S. Navy, and construction projects were initiated right away. The 

Japanese surrendered to Allied Forces on August 15, 1945 but the 1924th remained on the island 

to complete projects already initiated. On August 18, 1945, Lieutenant Erickson went out by 

automobile for a late-night inspection of the work site and his car crashed into another Army 

vehicle. He suffered a traumatic brain injury from which he did not recover.  He died on August 

23, 1945.15 

Postwar Legacy 

 In her letter to E.O. Holland nearly one year after her brother’s death, Erickson’s sister 

wrote that his death “was a great shock to us coming as it did after VJ Day when he was 

confidently expecting his…return.”16 Erickson was initially buried on Okinawa, but was 

reinterred in Honolulu Memorial, within the National Memorial Cemetery of the Pacific 
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(Punchbowl).17 He was survived by his wife, who at the time of his death was working for the 

rationing board in San Jose.18 
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